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Exploring media and 
materials 
Children sing songs, 
make music and 
dance, experiment with 
ways of changing 
them. They safely use 
and explore a variety of 
materials, tools and 
techniques, 
experimenting with 
colour, design, texture, 
form and function.  
 

- Move their 
whole bodies to 
sounds they 
enjoy, such as 
music or a 
regular beat 

- Begin to move 
to music, listen 
to or join in 
rhymes or 
songs.  

- Creates sounds 
by banging, 
shaking, tapping 
or blowing 

- Shows an 
interest in the 
way a musical 
instrument 
sounds 

- Sings a few 
familiar songs 

- Taps out simple 
repeated 
rhythms 

- Explores and 
leans how 
sounds can be 
changed 

- Explores the 
different sounds 
of instruments 

 
 
 
 

Mu1/1.1    use their voices 
expressively and creatively by 
singing songs and speaking 
chants and rhymes 
 

- Use voices in different 
ways such as speaking, 
singing and chanting 

- Exploring pitch by singing 
songs using actions for 
high and low parts of the 
song.   

- Exploring pitch by singing 
songs and using pictures 
to show high and low 
parts of the music. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  
 
Mu1/1.2    play tuned and 
untuned instruments musically 
 

- Play untuned instruments 
to a song (claves, 
maracas, tambours, 
agogo bells) 

- Identify instruments by 
their sound 

- Identify instruments 
playing in a song 

- To create and choose 
sounds  

- To perform simple 
rhythmical patterns, 
beginning to show an 
awareness of pulse. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Mu1/1.1    use their voices 
expressively and creatively by 
singing songs and speaking 
chants and rhymes 
 

- Exploring pitch by singing 
songs using actions for 
high and low parts of the 
song.   

- Exploring pitch by singing 
songs and using pictures 
of notes to show high and 
low parts of the music. 

- Introduce chime bars to 
demonstrate different pitch 
throughout the song.  

- Children to take on 
responsibility of conducting 
songs using images. 

- Use voices expressively 
and creatively.  

- To sing with the sense of 
shape of the melody 

 
 
Mu1/1.2    play tuned and 
untuned instruments musically 
 

- Children to copy sounds 
using their instrument 

- Children to demonstrate 
different ways to play the 
same instrument 

- Identify instruments 
playing in a song 

- Children to be able to 
identify the different 
sounds wood, metal and 
skin instruments make 

- Children to use their voice 
as an instrument  

- Children to begin to play 
instruments in time with 
each other/ a song 

- Children to begin to 
conduct other children 
using instruments using 
picture cards to help 



 
 
Being Imaginative   
Children use what they 
have learnt about 
media and materials in 
original ways, thinking 
about uses and 
purposes. They 
represent their own 
ideas, thoughts and 
feelings through design 
and technology, art, 
music, dance, role play 
and stories.  
 

- Sings to self and 
makes up 
simple songs  

- Makes up 
rhythms 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mu1/1.3    listen with 
concentration and 
understanding to a range of 
high-quality live and recorded 
music 
 

- To begin to identify 
simple repeated patterns 
and follow basic musical 
instructions. 

- To be able to listen to a 
performance/piece of 
music and begin to talk 
about their opinion. 

 
 
 
 
Mu1/1.4    experiment with, 
create, select and combine 
sounds using the interrelated 
dimensions of music 
 

- Experiment with untuned 
instruments (claves, 
maracas, tambours, 
agogo bells) 

- Identify instruments by 
their sound 

- Identify instruments 
playing in a song 

- Children to be able to 
work as part of a group to 
experiment with untuned 
instruments and to create 
sounds that accompany 
each other. 

- To recognise and explore 
how sounds can be 
organised,  

- Children to learn to 
improvise using musical 
instruments 

- To create and choose 
sounds for a specific 
effect. 

- To perform rhythmical 
patterns and 
accompaniments, keeping 
a steady pulse. 

 
 
 
Mu1/1.3    listen with 
concentration and understanding 
to a range of high-quality live and 
recorded music 
 

- To identify and recognise 
repeated patterns and 
follow a wider range of 
musical instructions 

- To be able to listen and 
appreciate a 
performance/piece of 
music and to be able to 
talk about the variations 
throughout – dynamics, 
tempo, pitch, texture 

 
 
Mu1/1.4    experiment with, 
create, select and combine 
sounds using the interrelated 
dimensions of music 
 

- Experiment with untuned 
instruments (claves, 
maracas, tambours, agogo 
bells) 

- Identify instruments by 
their sound 

- Identify instruments 
playing in a song 

- Children to be able to work 
as part of a group to 
experiment with untuned 
instruments and to create 
sounds that accompany 
each other, thinking about 
rhythm, tempo and texture. 

- To recognise and explore 
how sounds can be 
organised 



 

 
 
 
 
 

 Topic 1  Topic 2  Topic 3  

Year 1 The long and short of it – 
exploring duration 
Concept –  
WOW – class performance 
 
Key questions – What is 
duration? What is a 
firework? What sounds do 
they make? What can you 
hear? What different 
sounds do different 
fireworks make? Is it a 
short sound? Is it a long 
sound? 
 
Key teaching points:  

- Listen to fireworks 
and create firework 
sound effects 

- Children to create 
their own sounds for 
the different 
fireworks using their 
voices and actions 

- Listen to the 
duration of sounds 
made by different 
instruments in the 
song 

Taking off – Exploring 
pitch 
Concept – 
WOW – class performance 
 
Key questions – What is 
pitch? How can we use our 
voices to make high and 
low sounds? How can we 
use instruments to make 
high and low sounds?  
 
Key teaching points:  

- Sing simple songs 
and make actions to 
match pitch 

- Use a xylophone to 
show pitch (children 
to sing along) 

- Learn songs and 
use whole body 
actions to model 
pitch 

- Children to listen to 
a song and use 
pictures to match 
pitch (pitch notation) 

- Perform one of the 
songs children have 

Whats the score? – 
exploring instruments and 
symbols 
Concept - 
WOW – Key strings 
 
Key questions – What is 
volume? What do we 
mean by accompany? 
What can you hear? What 
instruments are being 
played? How do you 
know? How are the 
instruments being played?  
 
 
Key teaching points:  

- Explore volume 
using claves, 
maracas, tambours 
and agogo bells or 
cowbells 

- Use instruments to 
accompany a song  

- Identify instruments 
by their sound 

- Use images to show 
volume  

- To identify and organise 
sounds using simple 
criteria e.g. loud, soft, 
high low 

 
 

- To identify and organise 
sounds using musical 
vocabulary e.g pitch, 
tempo, texture, rhythm, 
dynamics, structure. 
 
 

V
o
c
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b
u
la

ry
  

Rhythm, instrument, 
beat, high, low, loud, 
quiet, explore, singing, 
speaking, chanting 

Rhythm, pitch, pulse, 
instrument, tuned, untuned, 
sound, high, low, loud, soft, 
performance, experiment, 
explore, improve, organised, 
speaking, singing, chanting, 
repeated patterns, claves, 
maracas, tambours, agogo 
bells, voice 

Rhythm, pitch, pulse, dynamics, 
tempo, texture, structure,  
instrument, tuned, untuned, 
sound, high, low, loud, soft, 
performance, experiment, 
explore, improve, improvise, 
organised, speaking, singing, 
chanting, repeated patterns, 
claves, maracas, tambours, 
agogo bells, voice, conducting, 
effect 



 
- Explore long and 

short sounds using 
instruments 

- Children to create 
their own firework 
performance as a 
group, using their 
voices and 
instruments to 
create long and 
short sounds (class 
assembly 
performance) 

learnt to an 
audience (class, 
year group, 
assembly, parents) 

- Perform and record 
a song 
accompanied by 
instruments  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Year 2 
 
 

Feel the pulse – exploring 
pulse and rhythm  
Concept – 
WOW – class performance 
 
Key questions – What is 
pulse? What is rhythm? 
What is a beat? What is 
layering? How does the 
music change throughout 
the song? Does music 
begin with the beat or the 
rhythm? Are the 
instrumental groups 
layering their sounds 
clearly and controlling their 
volume? 
 
 
 
Key teaching points 

- Listen to different 
songs, clap at 
different speeds 

- Children to take part 
in call and response 
activities  

- Identify beat and 
rhythm 

- Accompany songs 
with instruments 

- Perform one of the 
songs learn to an 
audience 

Rain rain go away – 
exploring timbre, tempo 
and dynamics 
Concept – 
WOW – class performance 
 
Key questions – What is 
timbre? What is tempo? 
What is dynamics? What 
instruments are being 
played? What is 
improvisation? How do the 
songs differ?  
 
 
 
Key teaching points – 

- Children to 
understand how 
music can be linked 
to stories and 
emotions 

- Children to select 
instruments to 
accompany music 

- Children to identify 
instruments that 
accompany music  

- Children to play 
instruments with 
volume control  

- Children to layer 
sounds for an 
accompaniment 

- Children to begin to 
improvise using 
instruments   

What’s the score? – 
exploring instruments and 
symbols 
Concept – 
WOW – Key strings 
 
Key questions - What is 
improvisation? What 
isnturments are made from 
wood, metal or skin? What 
is a sextet? Why do we 
need conductors? How 
can sounds tell a story? 
What does compose 
mean? 
 
 
 
 
Key teaching points 

- Explore a variety of 
sounds 

- Identify sounds 
played in a sextet 

- Explore how 
symbols can be 
used to represent 
vocal sounds 

- Use voices and 
body percussion to 
create a class 
improvisation of 
cartoon strip 

- Use instruments to 
create a class 
improvisation of 
cartoon strip 

- Compose music to 
a story using 
instruments 



 
- Rehearse and 

perform  

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


